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Dear Playa Vista Family,
Gratitude is the word that comes to mind when I think about the First Annual PVES Gala! It is a privilege to be a part of a
learning community comprised of parents and teachers willing to give of their time on a Saturday night to support their school.
The FPVS board put so much time and effort into this event. One parent commented that it was so well organized and running
so smoothly, it was hard to believe it was the first Gala!
PVES is a unique school whose students’ benefit from your support in a myriad of ways. From technology to field trips
to aides to P.E. to volunteer time and more, your children receive an enriched education through your generosity.
Thank you to everyone who took part in the auction, both online and live, and thank you to the many parents who were
involved in the Gala, from the flowers on the table, the art work done by each class, the many auction items, and more. We are
a community that came together last night, had a lot of fun, and supported PVES all at the same time! I am filled with gratitude.
We have a winner! Each year the Manzanar Committee holds a Student Awards Program. This year several of our
students entered the visual arts contest and Emma, one of our kindergarten students, won 1st place! The Committee stated
that her art “showed a great deal of thought and work.” Congratulations Emma!
Our attendance is improving, thank you! Before spring break there was a definite pattern of high absenteeism on
Monday that improved on Tuesday and Wednesday and then would go back up again at the end of the week. A real inverted
bell curve! At one point, we had 62 students absent on a Monday, that’s a very high number.
This past week our attendance improved. Please understand that my concern here is for your child’s achievement in
school. Many studies have shown that there is a relationship between attendance and achievement. Our mission is high
achievement for all through STEM and this requires for students to be present in class each day. Many of our lessons are hands
on and inquiry based. Students need to be in the class, under their teacher’s guidance, in order to be successful. So, please,
unless your child is ill, please have them present each day. Thanks!
In May, our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will be taking the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress
or CAASPP. Included in this newsletter is a letter giving information about this assessment. Please take a minute to read
through the letter and if you have any questions, please let me know. A hard copy will be sent home on Monday.
Attention 5th grade parents! The fifth grade overnight trip this year is to Point Fermin in San Pedro. It will take place the
first weekend in June, the 1st through the 3rd. This coming Friday, April 13th, at 8:20 in the PVES library, there will be an
orientation meeting about the trip. I’ll review everything you’ll need to know to have your child ready to enjoy the special
weekend and answer all of your questions. Please plan on joining me.
With the warmest of regards,

Rebecca Johnson,
Principal
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