
Dear Playa Vista Family,  

 Each year the LAX Chamber of Commerce Education Committee celebrates outstanding teachers in our neighborhood 
schools. The PVES teachers we are honoring this year is Mrs. Natam Laurent!  Mrs. Laurent is a caring, effective teacher that 
does an outstanding job with our youngest learners.  She has been influential as we have created our curriculum, has taught 
LMU pre-service teachers in the course she helped design, and works with and supports our English Language Learner 
program here at PVES.  Mrs. Laurent is a valuable member of our PVES team!  

 Included in this newsletter is information about the Eddy Award Dinner celebration. I hope many of you decide to join us 
to honor this outstanding teacher!   

 Now let’s turn our attention to a serious matter, safety drills.  There are three main disaster drills that LAUSD requires to 
be part of any Safe School Plan: earthquake, lockdown, and shelter in place.  Our Safe School Plan includes these three as well 
as two additional drills, evacuation and now active shooter.  We practiced our evacuation drill at the beginning of the year and 
now it’s time to have an active shooter drill.   

 I’d like to begin by reviewing the procedures for a lock down.  A lock down occurs when there is a danger on campus or 
in the surrounding area that puts our students at risk.  The decision to lock down a school is made by the administrator (me) or 
by law enforcement.  

 Here are the steps to the drill:  

1. An announcement is made stating that all classes will remain inside 

2. If students are outside they will go into the MPR and take cover on stage behind the curtain 

3. When out on the Sport Park, the teacher will be contacted via walkie-talkie or text and instructed as to the safest 
place to secure students 

4. All doors will be closed and locked, blinds will be lowered, and lights turned off 

5. Cell phones are silenced but on so communication may take place via text 

6. The school stays in lock down until an all clear announcement takes place by official sources in a lock down.   

 The difference between the lock down protocol and an active shooter protocol is how it begins.  In an active shooter 
incident, an announcement may not be possible.  Teacher’s would initiate the protocol if they heard gun shots (an incredibly 
scary thought) or upon receipt of a text.  During the active shooter training we were instructed not to make announcements as 
it would let the person know where people are located.  The next steps would be the same as in a lock down.   

 We now have a complete staff text/phone tree and that would be used during such an emergency.  You will also note 
that the doors on campus are locked and propped open in one of three ways: door stop, magnet placed in the door frame, or a 
safety door stopper.  All three of these methods allow teachers to close their door securing students inside.   

 A drill is planned for Thursday to practice these protocols.  While an announcement will be made, teachers are not aware 
of the time in order to make it as real as possible.  Here’s what the announcement will say “Attention!  Please secure the 
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campus and lockdown all classrooms.” If you are on campus at the time, I ask that you take the drill seriously and participate by 
following the directions of the staff.  

 During any of the above-mentioned emergencies, parents would not be allowed on campus or able to pick up their 
children until the all clear has been given.  I have the ability to email all of you, as you know, and would use this means of 
communication to keep you as informed as possible. 

  This is a very un-settling subject to have to discuss.  It is, however, important that we all know what the plan is in the 
event of an emergency.  I welcome your questions and suggestions as clarification and review will make our plan stronger.  

Everyone at PVES cares about the safety of your children and are honored that you entrust us with that responsibility on a daily 
basis.   

 I will see you all on Monday. Oh, by the way, our attendance was even better this week, thanks!  

With the warmest of regards, 

Rebecca Johnson, 

Principal                                                                                                                                                       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