
Dear Playa Vista Family,  

 We had another great week at PVES that ended with a special guest!  I’d like to thank Steve Nash for coming to our 
school and kicking off the last week before the Rock, Roll, and Run for Education. Thanks to Mr. Nash everyone is ready to give 
the run their best!  

 Thank you Yupa and everyone that helped with making Friday morning a great success.  Last year we had four months to 
get ready for the race and this year we had four weeks.  Yupa shared with us on Friday that through everyone’s hard work 
we’ve raised $20,000!  Way to go PVES!  

 The run is this Saturday.  Check in begins at 7:30a.m. with the 5K beginning at 8:00a.m. and the 1K at 10:00.  There will 
be booths, music, food, and more so even if you aren’t running you can come to LMU and have a great time.  I look forward to 
seeing you there!  

 Our Kindergarten students charmed us on Wednesday by singing a medley to celebrate African American History 
Month.  The upper grade chorus, under the direction of Ann Pattillo, performed wonderfully to mark the occasion.  In the MPR 
students displayed what they had learned during the past month about African American Living Legends and all of this was put 
together by Mrs. Laurent and Mrs. Horton.  Thank you to these outstanding leaders and the entire teaching staff at PVES for 
making African American History Month special!   

 This coming week is Literacy Week and Parent/Teacher Spring Conference Week.  Literacy Week is the time we set aside 
each school year to celebrate reading.  Here’s the week’s schedule of events:  

 Monday: Curl Up With a Good Book Day – Students come dressed in their pajamas and get ready to read their favorite 
        books throughout the day.   

 Tuesday: Favorite Character Day – Come to school dressed as your favorite character from your favorite book.  

 Wednesday: Keep a Poem in Your Pocket Day – Everyone will write their favorite poem down and have it ready to read 
              to anyone who asks!  

 Thursday and Friday: Classrooms will be having their own special activities.  

 This promises to be a fun week.  I’m looking forward to seeing everyone in their comfortable PJ’s and which literary 
characters come to school on Tuesday!   

 Parent conferences are also happening this week.  By now your child’s teacher has sent home information on how to sign 
up for a conference. If you have not received this information, be sure to reach out via email, note, or phone call to your child’s 
teacher.   

 During your conference, you’ll hear about the progress that your child has made to date, success and concerns, and 
about the goals for the remainder of the year.  Be sure to come to the conference prepared with your questions as well.  Here 
are some suggested topics: What skills and knowledge is my child expected to master before the next grade level?  How can I 
build on concepts at home?  What are some activities that are recommended for the summer?   
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``

Monday, 
March 5th 
Parent 
Conferences 
Literacy Week 
- See Below

Tuesday, March 6th 
Parent Conferences 
Literacy Week - See 
Below
Parent Workshop on 
Integrated Curriculum 
with Mrs. Keeler 
8:20 PVES Library

Wednesday, 
March 7th 
Parent 
Conferences 
Literacy Week - 
See Below

Thursday, 
March 8th 
Literacy Week - See 
Below
Parent Conferences 
and Early Dismissal 
12:45

Friday, March 9th 
Safety Committee
 8:20 - PVES Library 
Literacy Week- See 
Below
Parent Conferences 
Early Dismissal 12:45

 Saturday, 
March 10th
Rock, Roll, 
and Run for 
Education at 
LMU

Upcoming Events
3/12 Student 
Recognition 
Classroom 
Assembly 
3/13 Parent 
Workshop on the 
State Test-CAASPP

Playa Vista Elementary’s  
OSPREY NEWS 

High Achievement For All Through Stem



 These conferences are not required but are offered to all.  Please note that on Thursday and Friday, March 8th and 9th, 
school will dismiss at 12:45.   

 The visit from the LAUSD STEM/STEAM pilot program was a great success!  Mrs. Keeler, Dr. Mohazab, and I escorted the 
visitors through every classroom.  The team from the Office of Curriculum and Instruction was impressed with the learning 
environment they saw throughout the school.  

 They observed students who were comfortable sharing their ideas and did so in an articulate manner.  The team noted 
that is was obvious our teachers were confident with the science content and that they worked together in teams.  They were 
impressed with the hands-on lessons they saw in every grade level.  In short, we have a vibrant, vital, integrated STEM program 
in place at PVES! 

 Here’s the workshop calendar for the final two workshops in March.  

WORKSHOP CALENDAR:  

➡ March 6th -  Mrs. Keller, our curriculum developer, will lead this workshop on our integrated curriculum.  This is the what our 
teachers are constantly working on and is an instructional hallmark of PVES.   

➡ March 13th – Attend this workshop and you’ll learn more about the state test that 3rd through 5th grade students are required 
to take, the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress or CAASPP.  

All of the workshops take place in the PVES library and begin at 8:20.  I look forward to seeing you.  

Enjoy the rest of your weekend.                               

With the warmest of regards, 

Rebecca Johnson, 

Principal                                                                                                                                                       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DID YOU KNOW?
African American Firsts: 
Activists...
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Did you know that Barack 
Obama established The Obama 

Foundation Fellowship to 
support and elevate 

outstanding civic innovators 
from around the world in 

order to amplify the impact of 
their work and to inspire a 
wave of civic innovation?

Did you know that Chance the Rapper gave $1 million to 
Chicago schools and his charity, SocialWorks, gave $10,000 

for every additional $100,000 raised?
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Did you know that 
Angela Davis is best 
known as a radical 
African American 

educator and 
activist for civil 
rights and other 
social issues? 

Did you know that Jay Z's Shawn Carter Foundation aims to provide scholarship opportunities for 
disadvantaged youth and communities. The fund has paid out nearly $3 million in scholarship 

funds, study abroad opportunities, counseling programs and college visits. And, did you know that 
Beyonce Knowles’s BeyGood foundation aims to make the world a more beautiful place? She has 

raised money for the thousands in Nepal who were affected by the recent 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake. The superstar also raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to fight for gender 

equality worldwide, given school supplies to students across the nation and hosted food drives in 
Houston.
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Did you know that Colin 
Kaepernick was awarded 

Sports Illustrated's Muhammad 
Ali Legacy Award in 

recognition of what he's done 
for various charities and 
communities around the 

country?

Did you know that Wendell Pierce started the non-profit, 
Pontchartrain Park Community Development Corp., to build 
new affordable solar and geothermal homes in the area for 

families displaced by Hurricane Katrina?



 

 1

Did you know that the 
Common Ground Foundation 
was founded by Academy 

Award Winning Artist, Actor, 
and Author Lonnie Rashid 

Lynn Jr. known as “Common” 
to empower high school 

students from under-served 
communities to become 

future leaders? The 
programs focus on 

character development, 
social impact, healthy living, 

technology, financial 
literacy, creative arts, and 

global leadership.

Did you know that the couple established the Will and Jada 
Smith Family Foundation in 1996 to benefit inner-city 

community development, youth educational projects and 
under-privileged children and their families?
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Did you know that Oprah Winfrey founded the Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy for Girls 
in 2007 to serve the needs of underprivileged girls living in nine provinces across South 
Africa?  The boarding school has transformed the lives of hundreds of students in grades 
8-12, providing them with the educational and emotional tools to realize their dreams of 

pursuing careers in such illustrious fields as medicine, public service and architecture.

Did you know that the Lebron James Family Foundation has a program to help 
“at risk” children of Akron, Ohio? The program provides mentoring and helps 

with education as well as extracurricular activities. The goal is to keep kids in 
school and encourage them to graduate.
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Did you know that one of Michelle Obama’s signature 
accomplishments is the public health campaign Let's Move! 
which aims to reduce childhood obesity and encourage a 

healthy lifestyle in children?

We hope that you have enjoyed our installments 
of DID YOU KNOW? African American Living 

Legends. 
May the celebration continue... 
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L M U  V A R S I T Y  T E N N I S  C O U R T S  


