
 
Dear Playa Vista Family,   

 Tom Torlakson, the Superintendent of Public Instruction for the state of California, often sends emails out to principals in 
public education.  One such email sent recently really caught my eye.  Here is an excerpt.   

Join thousands of California STEAM educators for two days of professional 
learning, collaboration, and inspiration. 
The California STEAM Symposium is a rigorous, collaborative and inspiring professional 
learning conference that showcases innovative approaches to teaching and learning 
happening across the state. Educators leave with hands-on strategies and resources for 
best practices that support high-quality science, technology, engineering, art, and math 
education for all students. 

 Now why did this particular email stand out to me you may ask?  I’m proud to say because we have three of our teachers 
and our curriculum developer presenting at this conference!  Dr. Mohazab, Mrs. Albertson, Mrs. Henry, and Mrs. Keeler are 
traveling to San Francisco next weekend to share with colleagues from across the state the work we are doing in our primary 
grades in STEM here are PVES.   Thank you teachers and Mrs. Keeler for all the work you do for our students.  

 This week is Hour of Code week.  Throughout the week students will be participating in a variety of activities.  Here’s a 
few examples.  During computer lab time students will participate in coding lessons.  Price Waterhouse is visiting a classroom 
to work with them in coding.  Several rooms are using robots where students can apply their coding skills that include 
commands that tell the robots to move forward and back, in addition to rotating left and right.  Many rooms will play the game 
Kodable which is driven by logic as it happens in a computer.  Be sure and ask your child what coding work they’ve done this 
week. 

The Science Center and Auburn University team with Mrs. Keeler. 
From left to right Dr. Chris Schnittka (Auburn) Elena Lopez (CA Science Center) Mrs. 
Keeler, Bell and Audra (Auburn grad students) 

 Upon receiving a grant form the 100k in 10 (100,000 STEM teachers in 10 years) organization, , Loyola Marymount 
University partnered with the California Science Center and Auburn University to tackle an important task: designing 
curriculum that allows kindergarteners to engineer design solutions! 

 Out of this partnership had come two amazing opportunities for Kindergarteners to SAVE THE WORLD.  Before 
Thanksgiving break, our PVES kindergarteners learned that penguins live on the beaches of South Africa and have two 
problems: staying cool and keeping the eggs from being stolen when they are away from their nests.  So, they designed 
homes, using various materials of their choosing, to keep penguins cool and prevent their eggs from being stolen by other 
animals. 
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``

Monday, 
Dec. 4th 

Tuesday, 
Dec. 5th

Wednesday
Dec. 6th 

Thursday, Dec. 7th 
Room Parent Holiday Breakfast 
 8:20 MPR
Star Winter Concert 
5:00 MPR

Friday, 
Dec. 8th 
SPIRIT DAY!

Upcoming Events
✴ 12/11 Perfect Attendance and Student 

Recognition Assemblies in Classrooms
✴ 12/14 Winter Concert - Parents of TK-2nd attend
✴ 12/15 Winter Concert - Parents of 3rd - 5th attend

Playa Vista Elementary’s  
OSPREY NEWS 

High Achievement For All Through Stem



 This past week, the students learned that alternative forms of energy can be used instead coal burning power plants to 
provide electricity and prevent pollution in the air and keep snails happy.  Kindergarteners then made design choices to build 
a device that would use man power instead to power a lightbulb to reduce pollution.  What a great opportunity for our 
students! 

  The winter holidays are fast approaching!  There are special events happening at PVES during the next two weeks.  
Classrooms, grade levels, and the entire school are having special activities!  Our school wide holiday concerts are set for 
Thursday and Friday, December 14th and 15th at 8:30 a.m. 

 Each year, as we have grown, we have worked to find the best way to organize attendance at our Winter Concerts given 
our limited seating.  This year will be the same arrangement as last year.  All grade levels are performing on both mornings and 
the designation given for the concerts, TK - 2nd and 3rd -  5th, are meant to indicate which concerts parents are asked to 
attend.  Given that there are only room for about 350 adults at each performance, please use the link to sign up http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0e49aaaa22a0fe3-winter   By choosing a morning to attend and honoring that choice, 
everyone will be able to enjoy the performance.   

 Finally our Lost and Found is overflowing!  Please take a minute to look for that lost jacket, lunch pail, or water bottle 
that may have been left behind at school. The lost and found rack is right outside the MPR.  Any 
item not claimed before winter break will be donated.   

With the warmest of regards, 

Rebecca Johnson 
Principal                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F30e0e49aaaa22a0fe3-winter&data=02%7C01%7Crebecca.johnson%40lausd.net%7Cf618a877635843dad77a08d539ee4857%7C042a40a1b1284ac48648016ffa121487%7C1%7C0%7C636478617947944313&sdata=TbnnbZGMtYDtMMyVJX8hiCO5qYalZ86ySqFnEvXuQY0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F30e0e49aaaa22a0fe3-winter&data=02%7C01%7Crebecca.johnson%40lausd.net%7Cf618a877635843dad77a08d539ee4857%7C042a40a1b1284ac48648016ffa121487%7C1%7C0%7C636478617947944313&sdata=TbnnbZGMtYDtMMyVJX8hiCO5qYalZ86ySqFnEvXuQY0%3D&reserved=0
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